S2                   Pope Pius XI
Through all this time there had been much change and
excitement in Lombardy. Victor Emmanuel of Savoy had
declared war on Austria, and two years after the birth of
Achille he made a triumphal entry with Napoleon 111 into
Milan. Cavour died when Achille was four years old.
He was thirteen years old and already in the Seminary
when Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel entered Rome in
1870. There was no longer any sign of Austrian rule near
his home and Piedmont and Lombardy seemed to be very
much the same thing. The local Archbishop of Milan not
unnaturally took a great interest in the young ecclesiastical
students, and a young man of such exceptional merit as
Achille Ratti soon came under his eye. The Archbishop
frequently went to Asso, where he knew the priest very
well. He decided that Ratti was not to go on after his
period as a theological student in Milan or in Turin, but
was to go to Rome to complete his theological studies.
Pius IX had died only a short time before. Leo XIII
was, therefore, the first Pope reigning at the Vatican when
Ratti arrived in Rome in 1879 at the age of twenty-two
and was ordained from the Lombard College a few months
afterwards.
He spent the next three years in the Lombard College
and at the Gregorian University, and in. 1882 he won a
triple Doctorate, that of Philosophy, Theology, and
Canon Law.
He then returned to Milan and was appointed Professor
of Sacred Eloquence and of Dogmatic Theology at St
Peter's Seminary, where he had had his early training. He
seemed already to be intensely interested in historical
research, and he became a familiar figure at the Ainbrosian
Library. After five years as a professor in Milan, Dom